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1
TRAY SUPPORTING APPARATUS FOR
DISHWASHER, CUTLERY TRAY ASSEMBLY
AND DISHWASHER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to and benefits of Chinese
Patent Applications No. 201210364953.7, filed with the State
Intellectual Property Office of P.R. China on Sep. 26, 2012
and No. 201310160669.2, filed with the State Intellectual
Property Office of PR. China on May 03, 2013. The entire
contents of the above-identified applications are incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments of the present invention generally relate to a
dishwasher technology field, and more particularly, to a tray
supporting apparatus for a dishwasher, a cutlery tray assem-
bly having the tray supporting apparatus and a dishwasher
having the cutlery tray assembly.

BACKGROUND

A cutlery tray is provided inside a dishwasher to place
various kinds of cutleries therein, such as a knife, a fork and
a spoon. However, the cutlery tray of the conventional dish-
washer has a fixed height and a position of the cutlery tray in
a cleaning chamber of the dishwasher cannot be adjusted.
Therefore, with the fixed height and position of the cutlery
tray, the conventional dinner sets (such as standard knife,
spoon and fork) can be easily placed in the cutlery tray.
However, the cutlery with a bigger size may not be properly
placed in the cutlery tray. Thus, most of the space in a top part
of a liner in the dishwasher is occupied, and it is limited to
place a cutlery with larger size (such as a goblet) in other
space in the dishwasher and an inner space of the dishwasher
cannot be used flexibly and fully according to actual require-
ments.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention seek to solve at least
one of the problems existing in the related art to at least some
extent.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a tray supporting apparatus for a dishwasher, which is
configured to place a tray, has a simple structure and is able to
adjust a position of the tray flexibly.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
cutlery tray assembly including the above tray supporting
apparatus.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
dishwasher including the above cutlery tray assembly.

Embodiments of a first broad aspect of the present inven-
tion provide a tray supporting apparatus, including: a support-
ing frame defining a sliding groove in each of two opposite
sides of the supporting frame, each sliding groove having a
first slideway, a second slideway and a third slideway spaced
from one another; and a first bracket and a second bracket
adapted to support a tray and disposed on the supporting
frame respectively, wherein a first end of the first bracket and
a first end of the second bracket are slidably received in the
first slideway respectively, a second end of the first bracket is
slidably received in the second slideway and a second end of
the second bracket is slidably received in the third slideway.
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With the tray supporting apparatus for the dishwasher
according to embodiments of the present invention, by slid-
ably supporting the front end and the rear end (i.e. the firstand
second ends) of the bracket in the sliding grooves of the
supporting plate, the bracket can be driven to move, and a
position and an angle of the tray disposed on the bracket can
be adjusted, such that the position of the tray can be adjusted
according to a size of a cutlery placed on the tray, thus making
use of an inner space of the dishwasher flexibly and fully.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
sliding groove further includes: a first vertical slideway and a
second vertical slideway, the first vertical slideway is dis-
posed at a left end of the first slideway and is communicated
with the first slideway, and the second vertical slideway is
disposed at a right end of the first slideway and is communi-
cated with the first slideway.

In some embodiments, the first vertical slideway is
extended downward from the left end of the first slideway and
the second vertical slideway is extended from the right end of
the first slideway.

In some embodiments, the second vertical slideway is dis-
posed in a middle of a supporting plate, and the first slideway
and the third slideway are separated by atop end of the second
vertical slideway.

In some embodiments, a bottom of the second slideway is
in flush with a bottom of the second vertical slideway.

The second slideway is disposed below the first slideway
parallelly, and the third slideway is extended in a left and right
direction and is aligned with the first slideway.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
second slideway is adjacent to the second vertical slideway
and is spaced from the first vertical slideway and the second
vertical slideway respectively.

In some embodiments, a length of the second slideway is
less than that of the first slideway.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
a length of the second slideway is equal to that of the first
slideway, the second slideway is communicated with the first
vertical slideway, and a separator is provided at an end of the
second slideway close to a bottom of the second vertical
slideway.

In some embodiments, the separator and the supporting
frame are formed integrally.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, at
least one end of'the first slideway communicated with the first
vertical slideway and the second vertical slideway is provided
with a positioning protrusion, in which the positioning pro-
trusion is configured to stop a movement of a corresponding
end of the first or second bracket, the corresponding end of the
first or second bracket may be released from a stop effect of
the positioning protrusion when an external force is acted on
the first or second bracket, and a section of the first slideway
at which the positioning protrusion is provided is configured
to allow the corresponding end of the first or second bracket
pass through.

In some embodiments, the supporting frame is configured
to have a substantial box-like structure, and each of a front
frame and a rear frame of the supporting frame is formed by
atleast two horizontal supporting bars spaced from each other
in an up and down direction.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, two
supporting plates opposite to and spaced from each other are
provided to the supporting frame, and each sliding groove is
formed in a corresponding supporting plate respectively.

In some embodiments, the two supporting plates have a
connection structure, and one of the two supporting plates is
mounted at a front side of the supporting frame by the con-
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nection structure and the other of the two supporting plates is
mounted at a rear side of the supporting frame by the connec-
tion structure.

In some embodiments, the connection structure includes: a
plurality of hooks adapted to fit with the upmost horizontal
supporting bar and disposed on an outer side of an upper part
of'the supporting plate; and a plurality of connection grooves
adapted to fit with the downmost horizontal supporting bar
and disposed on a bottom of the supporting plate.

In some embodiments, the plurality of hooks are distrib-
uted evenly on the supporting plate in the left and right direc-
tion and spaced from one another; and the plurality of con-
nection grooves are distributed evenly on the supporting plate
in the left and right direction and spaced from one another.

In some embodiments, the tray supporting apparatus fur-
ther includes a plurality of sliding members slidably disposed
in the sliding groove and at least connected with the front end
and the rear end of the bracket respectively.

In some embodiments, the sliding member is configured as
a pulley and rotatably connected with the front and rear ends
of the bracket.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
sliding groove is defined by the supporting bars at a corre-
sponding side of the supporting frame.

In some embodiments, the first bracket and the second
bracket are mounted on the supporting frame by a plurality of
mounting hooks disposed at the front ends and the rear ends of
the first bracket and the second bracket.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
tray supporting apparatus further includes a roller assembly
disposed on the supporting frame to move the supporting
frame.

Embodiments of a second broad aspect of the present
invention provide a cutlery tray assembly, including a tray
supporting apparatus according to the embodiments of the
first aspect of the present invention; and at least two trays
configured to receive the cutlery and disposed on at least two
brackets of the tray supporting apparatus.

In some embodiment, the tray comprises a snap structure,
and the tray is disposed on the bracket by the snap structure.

Embodiments of a third aspect of the present invention
provide a dishwasher, including a cutlery tray assembly
according to the embodiments of the second aspect of the
present invention.

Additional aspects and advantages of embodiments of
present invention will be given in part in the following
descriptions, become apparent in part from the following
descriptions, or be learned from the practice of the embodi-
ments of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other aspects and advantages of embodiments of
the present invention will become apparent and more readily
appreciated from the following descriptions made with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of a tray supporting apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention, in
which a tray is disposed on the tray supporting apparatus;

FIG. 2 is a schematic view showing a sliding groove in a
supporting plate of a tray supporting apparatus according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a schematic view showing a sliding groove in a
supporting plate of a tray supporting apparatus according to
another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4a is a schematic view showing a first position state of
the tray supporting apparatus in FIG. 2;
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FIG. 45 is a schematic view showing positions of ends of
first and second brackets in the sliding groove of the support-
ing plate when the tray supporting apparatus is in the first
position state as shown in FIG. 4a;

FIG. 5a is a schematic view showing a second position
state of the tray supporting apparatus in FIG. 2;

FIG. 55 is a schematic view showing positions of ends of
first and second brackets in the sliding groove of the support-
ing plate when the tray supporting apparatus is in the second
position state as shown in FIG. 5a;

FIG. 6a is a schematic view showing a third position state
of' the tray supporting apparatus in FIG. 2;

FIG. 65 is a schematic view showing positions of ends of
first and second brackets in the sliding groove of the support-
ing plate when the tray supporting apparatus is in the third
position state as shown in FIG. 6a;

FIG. 7 is a schematic view showing a fitting relationship
between a bracket and a sliding member of a tray supporting
apparatus according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 8is a front view of a tray supporting apparatus accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is arear view of a tray supporting apparatus accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is an exploded view of a cutlery tray assembly
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a schematic view showing a first or second
bracket of a tray supporting apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a schematic view showing a supporting frame of
a tray supporting apparatus according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 13 is a front view of a supporting frame as shown in
FIG. 12, in which a sliding groove is

FIG. 14 is a front view of a tray supporting apparatus in a
fourth position state according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 15 is a perspective view of a cutlery tray assembly
according to an embodiment of the present invention, in
which a tray supporting apparatus is in a first position state;

FIG. 16 is a front view of a tray supporting apparatus in a
fifth position state according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of a cutlery tray assembly
according to an embodiment of the present invention, in
which a tray supporting apparatus is in a second position
state;

FIG. 18 is a front view of a tray supporting apparatus in a
sixth position state according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of a cutlery tray assembly
according to an embodiment of the present invention, in
which a tray supporting apparatus is in a third position state;

FIG. 20 is a schematic view showing a connection between
atray supporting apparatus and a tray in a cutlery tray assem-
bly according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 21 is an enlarged schematic view of part A in FIG. 20.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

100: tray supporting apparatus; 1: supporting frame; 110:
supporting plate; 10: sliding groove;

101: first slideway; 102: second slideway; 103: third slide-
way;

104: first vertical slideway; 105: second vertical slideway;

11: separator; 12: positioning protrusion; 13: supporting
bar;
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2: bracket; 2a: first bracket; 2b: second bracket;

3: sliding member;

43: connecting structure; 431: hook; 432; connection
groove;

5: rolling assembly;

200: tray; 200a: first tray; 2005: second tray;

300: snap structure

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will be made in detail to embodiments of the
present invention. Embodiments of the present invention will
be shown in drawings, in which the same or similar elements
and the elements having same or similar functions are
denoted by like reference numerals throughout the descrip-
tions. The embodiments described herein according to draw-
ings are explanatory and illustrative, not construed to limit the
present invention.

In the specification, unless specified or limited otherwise,
relative terms such as “central”, “longitudinal”, “lateral”,

“front”, “rear”, “right”, “left”, “inner”, “outer”, “lower”,
“upper”, “horizontal”, “vertical”, “above”, “below”, “up”,
“top”, “bottom”,“inner”, “outer”, “clockwise”, “anticlock-

wise” as well as derivative thereof (e.g., “horizontally”,
“downwardly”, “upwardly”, etc.) should be construed to refer
to the orientation as then described or as shown in the draw-
ings under discussion. These relative terms are for conve-
nience of description and do not require that the present
invention be constructed or operated in a particular orienta-
tion. In addition, terms such as “first” and “second” are used
herein for purposes of description and are not intended to
indicate or imply relative importance or significance. Thus,
features limited by “first” and “second” are intended to indi-
cate or imply including one or more than one these features.
In the description of the present invention, “a plurality of”
relates to two or more than two.

In the description of the present invention, unless specified
or limited otherwise, it should be noted that, terms
“mounted,” “connected” and “coupled” may be understood
broadly, such as permanent connection or detachable connec-
tion, electronic connection or mechanical connection, direct
connection or indirect connection via intermediary, inner
communication or interreaction between two elements. These
having ordinary skills in the art should understand the specific
meanings in the present invention according to specific situ-
ations.

A tray supporting apparatus 10 for a dishwasher according
to an embodiment of the present invention will be described
with reference to FIG. 1. In the following description, for
example, the tray 200 is a cutlery tray 200 configured to place
knives and forks, as shown in FIGS. 1 to 65.

The tray supporting apparatus 100 according to embodi-
ments of the present invention includes: a supporting frame 1
and two brackets adapted to support the tray 200, i.e., a first
bracket 2a and a second bracket 2.

As shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 10, a sliding groove 10 is
formed in each of two opposite sides of the supporting frame
1, and each sliding groove 10 has a first slideway 101, a
second slideway 102 and a third slideway 103 spaced from
one another. In some embodiments as shown in FIGS. 1-19,
the sliding groove 10 is formed in each of front and rear sides
of the supporting frame 1, and the sliding grooves 10 in the
front and rear sides have a same structure. Herein, the sliding
groove 10 is formed in each of the front and rear sides of the
support frame 10, which is taken as an example to illustrate
the present invention. Certainly, it may be understood by
those having ordinary skills in the related art that the sliding
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6

groove 10 may be formed in each of left and right sides of the
supporting frame 1 according to actual requirements.

The first bracket 2a and the second bracket 25 are disposed
on the supporting frame 1 respectively. Specially, front and
rear ends of each bracket 2 are received in the sliding grooves
10 in the front and rear sides of the supporting frame 1, as
shown in FIGS.1,10,1517 and 19. For describing the present
invention conveniently, in following description and draw-
ings, motion traces of the front ends of the first bracket 2a and
the second bracket 25 within the sliding groove 10 in the front
side of the supporting frame 1 are taken as an example to
illustrate the present invention. It should be understood that
motion traces of the rear ends of the first bracket 2a and the
second bracket 26 within the sliding groove 10 in the rear side
of'the supporting frame 1 are the same with those of the front
ends, which are omitted herein.

As shown in FIGS. 4b, 55, 65,14,16 and 18, a first end 21a
(i.e., aleft end in figures) of the first bracket 2a and the second
end 215 (i.e., a right end in figures) of the second bracket 25
are slidably received in the first slideway 101, a second end
22a of the first bracket 2a is slidably received in the second
slideway 102 and a second end 225 of the second bracket 26
is slidably received in the third slideway 103.

With the tray supporting apparatus for the dishwasher
according to embodiments of the present invention, by slid-
ably supporting the front ends and the rear ends of the first
bracket 2a and the second bracket 25 in the sliding grooves of
the supporting plate 1, the bracket 2 can be driven to move and
aposition and an angle of the tray 200 disposed on the bracket
2 can be adjusted, such that the position of the tray can be
adjusted according to a size of the cutlery placed on the tray,
thus making use of an inner space of the dishwasher flexibly
and fully.

According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the sliding groove 10 further includes a first vertical slideway
104 and a second vertical slideway 105. As shown in FIGS.
1a-6b, 14-19, the first vertical slideway 104 is disposed at a
left end of the first slideway 101 and is communicated with
the first slideway 101, and the second vertical slideway 105 is
disposed at a right end of the first slideway 101 and is com-
municated with the first slideway 101. Therefore, the first end
21a of the first bracket 24 can slide within the first slideway
101 and the first vertical slideway 104, and the first end 215 of
the second bracket 25 can slide in the first slideway 101 and
the second vertical slideway 105, and thus positions and
angles of the first bracket 2a and the second bracket 26 have
many kinds of variations, which facilitates adjusting a posi-
tion of the tray 200.

Alternatively, as shown in FIGS. 2, 3, 12 and 13, the first
vertical slideway 104 is extended downward from the left end
of'the first slideway 101 and the second vertical slideway 105
is extended from the right end of the first slideway 101. In
some embodiments, the second vertical groove 105 is formed
in a middle of the sliding groove 10, i.e. between the first
slideway 101 and the third slideway 103, and the first slide-
way 101 and the third slideway 103 are separated by a top end
of the second vertical slideway 105. At this time, a width [.1
of'the first bracket 2a (a length of the first bracket 2a in a left
and right direction, when the first bracket 2a is placed hori-
zontally) and a width [.2 of the second bracket 256 (a length of
the second bracket 24 in a left and right direction, when the
second bracket 25 is placed horizontally) are configured in
such a manner that L1+L.2<P1+P2, in which P1 is a distance
from a top end of the first vertical slideway 104 to a bottom
end of the second vertical slideway 105, and P2 is a distance
from the bottom end of the second vertical slideway 105 to a
right end of the third slideway 103, as shown in FIG. 2. In this
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way, it may be ensured that the first bracket 2a and the second
bracket 26 can move in the sliding grooves 10 in different
manners. Motion traces of ends of the first bracket 2a and the
second bracket 25 are represented by arrows in FIGS. 2 and 3.
Insome embodiments, a bottom of the second slideway 102 is
in flush with a bottom of the second vertical slideway 105.

Alternatively, the second slideway 102 is disposed below
the first slideway 101 parallelly, and the third slideway 103 is
extended in the left and right direction and is aligned with the
first slideway 101. In other words, extension directions of the
third slideway 103 and the first slideway 101 are in a same
straight line, such as a horizontal line. Therefore, it is more
convenient to adjust the positions and angles of correspond-
ing ends of the first bracket 2a and the second bracket 25.
Certainly, the extension directions of the third slideway 103
and the first slideway 101 may be parallel with each other, but
not in a same straight line. In some embodiments, the third
slideway 103 is adjacent to and is spaced from the second
vertical slideway 105, and an extension length of the third
slideway 103 is substantially equal to that of the first slideway
101.

In an embodiment, the second slideway 102 is adjacent to
the second vertical slideway 105 and is spaced from the first
vertical slideway 104 and the second vertical slideway 105
respectively. In some embodiments, a length of the second
slideway 102 is less than that of the first slideway 101, as
shown in FIGS. 12-19.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the length
of'the second slideway 102 is equal to that of the first slideway
101, the second slideway 102 is communicated with the first
vertical slideway 104 and is spaced from the second vertical
slideway 105, as shown in FIGS. 4a-64, in which a separator
11 is provided at an end of the second slideway 102 close to a
bottom of the second vertical slideway 105. By disposing the
separator 11, the end of the bracket 2 can move within the
sliding groove in different manners, and thus the tray 200 may
be arranged with different angles and in different positions.

For example, as shown in FIG. 2, the separator 11 is pro-
vided at the end of the second slideway 102 close to the
bottom of the second vertical slideway 105. Therefore, the
first slideway 101 is communicated with the second vertical
slideway 105, and the second slideway 102 is spaced from the
second vertical slideway 105, i.e., the ends of the first bracket
24 and the second bracket 26 cannot move from the second
slideway 102 to the second vertical slideway 105 directly or
from the second vertical slideway 105 to the second slideway
102 directly. In some embodiments, the separator 11 and the
supporting frame 1 are formed integrally.

AsshowninFIGS. 2, 3,12 and 13, in a further embodiment
of the present invention, each end of the first slideway 101 is
provided with a positioning protrusion 12, which is config-
ured to stop a movement of a corresponding end of the first or
second bracket, and the corresponding end of the first or
second bracket may be released from a stop effect of the
positioning protrusion 12 when an external force is acted on
the first or second bracket and may slide in the first vertical
slideway 104 and the second vertical slideway 105. In other
words, with the positioning protrusion 12, the first end 21a of
the first bracket 2q and the first end 215 of the second bracket
2b may be restricted within the first slideway 101, instead of
sliding into the first vertical slideway 104 and the second
vertical slideway 105, thus implementing a positioning of the
corresponding bracket so as to position the tray 200. How-
ever, the first end 21a of the first bracket 2a and the first end
216 of the second bracket 25 may be slidden into the first
vertical slideway 104 or the second vertical slideway 105,
when an external force is acted on the first or second bracket.
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As shown in FIGS. 1-19, the supporting frame 1 is config-
ured to have a substantial box-like structure, and each of the
front frame and the rear frame of the supporting frame 1 is
formed by at least two horizontal supporting bars spaced from
each other in an up and down direction. Alternatively, the
supporting bar 13 is a steel wire.

In an embodiment of the present invention, as shown in
FIGS. 1-9, two supporting plates 110 opposite to and spaced
from each other are provided to the supporting frame 1, and
each sliding groove 10 is formed in a corresponding support-
ing plate 110 respectively.

Inan embodiment of the present invention as shown in FI1G.
1, the two supporting plates 110 are spaced from and parallel
with each other in a front and rear direction. The sliding
groove 10 is formed in each of opposite surfaces of the two
supporting plates 110, and the sliding groove 10 includes the
first slideway 101 and the second slideway 102 spaced from
each other in the up and down direction, and a third slideway
103 in a same horizontal plane with the first slideway 101, in
which the third slideway 103 is spaced from the first slideway
101, i.e., the first slideway 101 is not communicated with the
third slideway 103.

Alternatively, two horizontal supporting bars are provided.
The two supporting plates 110 have a connection structure 43,
and one of the two supporting plates 110 is mounted at a front
side of the supporting frame 1 by the connection structure 43
and the other of the two supporting plates 110 is mounted at
a rear side of the supporting frame 1 by the connection struc-
ture 43.

In an embodiment of the present invention, as shown in
FIGS. 1, 8 and 9, the connection structure 43 includes: a
plurality of hooks 431 and a plurality of connection grooves
432. The plurality of hooks 431 are adapted to fit with the
upmost horizontal supporting bar 13 and is disposed on an
outer side of an upper part of the supporting plate 110, and the
plurality of connection grooves 432 are adapted to fit with the
downmost horizontal supporting bar 13 and disposed on a
bottom of the supporting plate 110. Alternatively, the plural-
ity of hooks 431 are distributed evenly on the supporting plate
110 in the left and right direction and spaced from one
another, and the plurality of connection grooves 432 are dis-
tributed evenly on the supporting plate 110 in the left and right
direction and spaced from one another.

In a further embodiment of the present invention, the tray
supporting apparatus 110 further includes a plurality of slid-
ing members 3, and the plurality of sliding members 3 are
slidably disposed in the sliding groove 10 and at least con-
nected with the front end and the rear end of the bracket
respectively, and thus the bracket 2 can be driven to slide
between the two supporting plates 110. Alternatively, the
sliding member 3 is configured as a pulley and rotatably
connected with the corresponding end of the bracket 2, as
shown in FIG. 7. In an embodiment of the present invention,
afirst end of the pulley is pre-mounted into the sliding groove
10 and a second end of the pulley defines an inserting hole 31,
and a corresponding end of the bracket 2 is adapted to be
snapped into the inserting hole 31. In some embodiments, a
gap (not shown) is formed in a peripheral wall of the inserting
hole 31 so as to form an elastic inserting structure, and thus
the corresponding end of the bracket 2 is able to be rotated
therein without separating from the inserting hole 31 when
being inserted into the inserting hole 31.

In other embodiments of the present invention, as shown in
FIGS. 10-19, the sliding groove 10 is defined by the support-
ing bar 13 at a corresponding side of the supporting frame 1
directly. Alternatively, as shown in FIGS. 10-12, the front
ends and rear ends of the first bracket 2a and the second
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bracket 25 are provided with a plurality of mounting hooks
21, and the first bracket 2a and the second bracket 25 are
mounted on the supporting frame 1 by the plurality of mount-
ing hooks 21. Furthermore, the tray supporting apparatus 100
further includes a roller assembly 5, and the roller assembly 5
is disposed on the supporting frame 1 to move the supporting
frame. As shown in FIGS. 1, 8, 9 and 10, the roller assembly
5 is disposed at each of the right side and the left side of the
supporting frame 1, such that the supporting frame 1 can be
driven to move within a sliding groove formed in an inner wall
of a cleaning chamber in the dishwasher, and thus the tray
supporting apparatus 100 can be put into or removed out from
the cleaning chamber.

The first bracket 2a and the second bracket 26 of the tray
supporting apparatus 100 according to embodiments of the
present invention may have a plurality of position states, and
some important positions thereof will be described in the
following with reference to FIGS. 4a-6b and 14-19.

Ina first position state, as shown in FI1G. 44, the first bracket
2a and the second bracket 25 are configured to form a sub-
stantially V shape from a view of the front side of the tray
supporting apparatus 100. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 4a, a
first tray 200a on the first bracket 2a and a second tray 2005
on the second bracket 25 are also configured to form a sub-
stantially V shape. In an embodiment of the present invention,
the first end 21 a of the first bracket 24 is in the first slideway
101 and the second end 224 of the first bracket 2a is in the
second slideway 102, the second end 224 of the second
bracket 25 is in the third slideway 103 and the first end 215 of
the second bracket 25 is in the second vertical slideway 105,
in which the second end 224 of'the first bracket 2a and the first
end 215 of the second bracket 26 abut against the separator 11
respectively. Preferably, the first end 21 a of the first bracket
2a is stopped by the positioning protrusion 12 at the left end
of the first slideway 101.

In a second position state, as shown in FIG. 55, from a view
of'the front side of the tray supporting apparatus 100, the first
bracket 24 is arranged horizontally and the second bracket 25
is arranged obliquely. As shown in FIG. 5a, the first tray 200a
on the first bracket 24 is arranged horizontally and the second
tray 20056 on the second bracket 25 is arranged obliquely as
well. In an embodiment of the present invention, the first end
21a of the first bracket 2a is in the second slideway 102 and
the second end 224 of the first bracket 2a is also in the second
slideway 102, the first end 215 of the second bracket 25 is in
the second vertical slideway 105 and the second end 225 of
the second bracket 25 is in the third slideway 103, i.e., the
second bracket 25 is inclined, in which the second end 22a of
the first bracket 2q and the first end 215 of the second bracket
2b abut against the separator 11 respectively.

In a third position state, as shown in FIG. 65, the first
bracket 2a and the second bracket 24 are parallel with each
other and located at a left side of a base 4 from a view of the
front side of the tray supporting apparatus 100. As shown in
FIG. 6a, the first tray 200a on the first bracket 2a¢ and the
second tray 2005 on the second bracket 25 are also parallel
with each other and are located at the left side of the base 4. In
an embodiment of the present invention, as shown in FIG. 65,
the first end 21a and the second end 224 of the first bracket 2a
are in the second slideway 102 and the second end 22a of the
first bracket 2a abuts against the separator 11, the firstend 215
of the second bracket 25 is in the first slideway 101 and the
second end 215 of the second bracket 25 is in the third slide-
way 103, i.e., the second bracket 25 is also arranged horizon-
tally and above the first bracket 2a.

In a fourth position state, as shown in FIG. 14, the first
bracket 2a and the second bracket 25 are configured to form
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asubstantially V shape from a view of the front side of the tray
supporting apparatus 100. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 15, the
first tray 2004 on the first bracket 2a and the second tray 2005
on the second bracket 25 are also configured to form a sub-
stantially V shape. In an embodiment of the present invention,
the first end 21a (i.e., a left end in FIG. 14) of the first bracket
2a s inthe first slideway 101 and is stopped by the positioning
protrusion 12 at a left end of the first slideway 101, and the
second end 224 of the first bracket 2a is in the second slide-
way 102. Meanwhile, the first end 215 of the second bracket
25 is at a bottom of the second vertical slideway 105 and the
second end 225 of the second bracket 25 is at a right end of the
third slideway 103.

In a fifth position state, as shown in FIG. 16, from a view of
the front side of the tray supporting apparatus 100, the first
bracket 2a is arranged horizontally and the second bracket 254
is arranged obliquely. As shown in FIG. 17, the first tray 200a
on the first bracket 24 is arranged horizontally and the second
tray 2005 on the second bracket 25 is arranged obliquely. In
anembodiment of the present invention, the firstend 214 (i.e.,
the left end in FIG. 16) of the first bracket 2a is at a bottom of
the first vertical slideway 104 and the second end 22a of the
first bracket 24 is in the second slideway 102. Meanwhile, the
first end 215 of the second bracket 25 is at the bottom of the
second vertical slideway 105 and the second end 225 of the
second bracket 25 is at the right end of the third slideway 103.

In a sixth position state, as shown in FIG. 18, the first
bracket 2a and the second bracket 25 are parallel with each
other and are located at a left side of the supporting frame 1
from a view of the front side of the tray supporting apparatus
100. As shown in FIG. 19, the first tray 200a on the first
bracket 24 and the second tray 2005 on the second bracket 254
are also parallel with each other and are located at the left side
of the base 4. In an embodiment of the present invention, as
shown in FIG. 19, the first end 21a (i.e., the left end in FIG.
19) of the first bracket 2a is at the bottom of the first vertical
slideway 104 and the second end 22a of the first bracket 2a is
in the second slideway 102. Meanwhile, the first end 215 of
the second bracket 25 is in the first slideway 101 and is
adjacent to the first vertical slideway 104, and the second end
215 of the second bracket 25 is at a left end of the third
slideway 103. It may be understood by those having ordinary
skills in the related art that, the above first and second bracket
2a and 2b may be exchangeable directly according to actual
requirements and are not limited to the embodiments
described above.

In conclusion, with the tray supporting apparatus accord-
ing to embodiments of the present invention, by moving the
ends of the bracket 2 within the sliding grooves to adjust the
position of the bracket 2, the bracket 2 may have different
position states, such that a user can adjust the position and
angle of the tray placed on the bracket 2, and thus an inner
space of the dishwasher can be divided reasonably, which
improves a space utilization of the dishwasher and a flexibil-
ity of housing cutlery greatly.

Embodiments of a second aspect of the present invention
provide a cutlery tray assembly for a dishwasher, including: a
tray supporting apparatus 100 according to embodiments of
the first aspect of the present invention and at least two trays
200 configured to receive the cutlery. The at least two trays
200 are disposed on at least two brackets 2 of the tray sup-
porting apparatus 100.

The tray 200 includes a snap structure 300, and the snap
structure 300 is disposed on the bracket 2, as shown in FIG.
21. In other words, the tray 200 is disposed on the bracket 2 by
the snap structure 300.
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Embodiments of a third aspect of the present invention
provide a dishwasher, including a cutlery tray assembly
according to embodiments of a second aspect of the present
invention.

Other components (such as a cleaning device and a con-
trolling device) of the dishwasher according to embodiments
of the present invention and their operations are known by
those having ordinary skills in the related art, which are
omitted herein.

Reference throughout this specification to “an embodi-
ment,” “some embodiments,” “one embodiment”, “another
example,” “an example,” “a specific example,” or “some
examples,” means that a particular feature, structure, mate-
rial, or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment or example is included in at least one embodi-
ment or example of the present invention. Thus, the appear-
ances of the phrases such as “in some embodiments,” “in one
embodiment”, “in an embodiment”, “in another example,”
“in an example,” “in a specific example,” or “in some
examples,” in various places throughout this specification are
not necessarily referring to the same embodiment or example
of'the present invention. Furthermore, the particular features,
structures, materials, or characteristics may be combined in
any suitable manner in one or more embodiments or
examples.

Although explanatory embodiments have been shown and
described, it would be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that the above embodiments cannot be construed to limit the
present invention, and changes, alternatives, and modifica-
tions can be made in the embodiments without departing from
spirit, principles and scope of the present invention.

2 <

What is claimed is:

1. A tray supporting apparatus for a dishwasher, compris-
ing:

a supporting frame defining a sliding groove in each of two
opposite sides of the supporting frame, each sliding
groove having a first slideway, a second slideway and a
third slideway spaced from one another; and

a first bracket and a second bracket adapted to support a
tray and disposed on the supporting frame respectively,
wherein a first end of the first bracket and a first end of
the second bracket are slidably received in the first slide-
way respectively, a second end of the first bracket is
slidably received in the second slideway and a second
end of the second bracket is slidably received in the third
slideway.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the sliding
groove further comprises: a first vertical slideway and a sec-
ond vertical slideway, the first vertical slideway is disposed at
a left end of the first slideway and is communicated with the
first slideway, and the second vertical slideway is disposed at
aright end of the first slideway and is communicated with the
first slideway.

3. The device according to claim 2, wherein the first verti-
cal slideway is extended downward from the left end of the
first slideway and the second vertical slideway is extended
from the right end of the first slideway;

abottom of the second slideway is in flush with a bottom of
the second vertical slideway; and

the second slideway is disposed below the first slideway
parallelly, and the third slideway is extended in a left and
right direction and is aligned with the first slideway.

4. The device according to claim 3, wherein the second
slideway is adjacent to the second vertical slideway and is
spaced from the first vertical slideway and the second vertical
slideway respectively.
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5. The device according to claim 4, wherein a length of the
second slideway is less than that of the first slideway.

6. The device according to claim 3, wherein a length of the
second slideway is equal to that of the first slideway, the
second slideway is communicated with the first vertical slide-
way, and a separator is provided at an end of the second
slideway close to a bottom of the second vertical slideway.

7. The device according to claim 6, wherein the separator
and the supporting frame are formed integrally.

8. The device according to claim 2, wherein at least one end
of the first slideway communicated with the first vertical
slideway and the second vertical slideway is provided with a
positioning protrusion,

wherein the positioning protrusion is configured to stop a
movement of a corresponding end of the first or second
bracket, the corresponding end of the first or second
bracket may be released from a stop effect of the posi-
tioning protrusion when an external force is acted on the
first or second bracket, and a section of the first slideway
at which the positioning protrusion is provided is con-
figured to allow the corresponding end of the first or
second bracket pass through.

9. The device according to claim 2, wherein the supporting
frame is configured to have a substantial box-like structure,
and each of a front frame and a rear frame of the supporting
frame is formed by at least two horizontal supporting bars
spaced from each other in an up and down direction.

10. The device according to claim 9, wherein two support-
ing plates opposite to and spaced from each other are pro-
vided to the supporting frame, and each sliding groove is
formed in a corresponding supporting plate respectively, and
the two supporting plates have a connection structure, and one
of'the two supporting plates is mounted at a front side of the
supporting frame by the connection structure and the other of
the two supporting plates is mounted at a rear side of the
supporting frame by the connection structure.

11. The device according to claim 10, wherein the connec-
tion structure comprises:

a plurality of hooks adapted to fit with the upmost horizon-
tal supporting bar and disposed on an outer side of an
upper part of the supporting plate; and

a plurality of connection grooves adapted to fit with the
downmost horizontal supporting bar and disposed on a
bottom of the supporting plate,

wherein the plurality of hooks are distributed evenly on the
supporting plate in the left and right direction and spaced
from one another; and

the plurality of connection grooves are distributed evenly
on the supporting plate in the left and right direction and
spaced from one another.

12. The device according to claim 10, further comprising:

a plurality of sliding members slidably disposed in the
sliding groove and at least connected with the front end
and the rear end of the bracket respectively.

13. The device according to claim 12, wherein the sliding
member is configured as a pulley and rotatably connected
with the front and rear ends of the bracket.

14. The device according to claim 9, wherein the sliding
groove is defined by the supporting bars at a corresponding
side of the supporting frame.

15. The device according to claim 14, wherein the first
bracket and the second bracket are mounted on the supporting
frame by a plurality of mounting hooks disposed at the front
ends and the rear ends of the first bracket and the second
bracket.
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16. The device according to claim 8, further comprising:

aroller assembly disposed on the supporting frame to move

the supporting frame.

17. The device according to claim 10, wherein the second
vertical slideway is disposed in a middle of a supporting plate,
and the first slideway and the third slideway are separated by
a top end of the second vertical slideway.

18. A cutlery tray assembly for a dishwasher, comprising:

a tray supporting apparatus, comprising:

a supporting frame defining a sliding groove in each of
two opposite sides of the supporting frame, each slid-
ing groove having a first slideway, a second slideway
and a third slideway spaced from one another; and

a first bracket and a second bracket adapted to support a
tray and disposed on the supporting frame respec-
tively, wherein a first end of the first bracket and a first
end of the second bracket are slidably received in the
first slideway respectively, a second end of the first
bracket is slidably received in the second slideway
and a second end of the second bracket is slidably
received in the third slideway; and

at least two trays configured to receive knife and fork and

disposed on at least two brackets of the tray supporting

apparatus.
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19. The assembly according to claim 18, wherein the tray
comprises a snap structure, and the tray is disposed on the
bracket by the snap structure.

20. A dishwasher system, comprising;

a dishwasher and a cutlery tray assembly, wherein, the

cutlery tray assembly comprises:
a tray supporting apparatus comprising:

a supporting frame defining a sliding groove in each
of two opposite sides of the supporting frame, each
sliding groove having a first slideway, a second
slideway and a third slideway spaced from one
another; and

afirst bracket and a second bracket adapted to support
atray and disposed on the supporting frame respec-
tively, wherein a first end of the first bracket and a
first end of the second bracket are slidably received
in the first slideway respectively, a second end of
the first bracket is slidably received in the second
slideway and a second end of the second bracket is
slidably received in the third slideway; and

at least two trays configured to receive knife and fork and

disposed on at least two brackets of the tray supporting
apparatus.



